64   CROTCHETY NOTIONS OF CERTAIN CLERGY.
abstinence from express condemnation was intended to signify that what had been done after compromise was to be undone contrary to that compromise; that what had been changed was to be changed back again, is simply to overset the theory of compromise altogether.
An illustration sometimes sets an argument in a clearer light* Let us suppose two parties in past years laying claim to an estate, and their claims settled by a compromise, whereby certain parts of the claims on each side were abandoned; what would be thought of a descendant of one of the parties who, some generations later, claimed his right to what had then been given up, and founded his claims on the ground of certain words having been inserted in the deed drawn by the lawyer on the other side, in order to admit of the adverse claims which had been settled by this compromise being reasserted and re-established when convenient 9
I have already pointed out how the moderate Ritualists hope to escape under the wing of the c scape-goats/ but this is not the only shelter to which they look for safety. There is another class of clergy, from whom with good reason they expect, and indeed have received, most effectual aid and protection. I mean certain clergymen, few in number and not especially distinguished for talent or zeal, who, without putting any symbolical value on vestments or position, or having any leaning towards the symbolisms which they are supposed to symbolise, have imbibed somewhat crotchety notions of its being their duty to abide by them; either from a confused idea that they are enjoined in the Rubrics, or that they may be in some way or other fitting and proper ; and to this scruple of conscience is often, added the fact that, having imbibed these notions and adopted these practices when they were first started by the innovating Ritualists, before they had acquired their present significance and importance, they are now